County of Fresno

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING
ALAN WEAVER, DIRECTOR

RECEIVED
DEC 1 4 2005

DIV. OF HOUSING
POLICY DEVELOPMENT HCD

December 13, 2005

Cathy Craswell, Deputy Director

Department of Housing & Community Development
1800 Third Street, Room 430

Sacramento, CA 94252-2050

Dear Ms. Craswell:
Subject: Workforce Housing Program - Annual Progress Report

In accordance with the Workforce Housing (WFH) Program threshold requirement for
participation in the 2005 WFH Program, the County of Fresno is submitting the enclosed
progress report for the period July 1, 2004 to June 30, 2005.

Thank you for your consideration of this material. If you have any questions, please
contact Andrew Haussler, Grants Administrator at (559) 262-4292.

Sincerely,

lghga

s, Manager
Community Development Division
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ATTACHMENT D
WFH Annual Progress Report

On Implementation of the Housing Element
General Plan Report requirement pursuant to
Section 65400 of the Government Cade

Jurisdiction: County of Fresno

Address: 2220 Tulare Street, 8" Floor, Fresno, CA, 93721

Contact: Andrew Haussler Title: Grants Administrator

Phone: 5659-262-4292

Report Period: July 2004 To: June 2005

A. Progress in Meeting Regional Housing Need:
1. Total Number of new housing permits issued:

During the reporting period a total of 598 new housing permits were issued.

2. Describe the affordability, by income level, of new units including the number of deed
restricted affordable housing units:

Out of the 598 permits issued, 17 were for low and 6 were for very-low income
families and had deed restrictions. This equates to 57 rooms being permitted for low-
income use and 19 rooms being permitted for very low-income use.

3. Compare units added to regional housing need allocation by income category:
The regional housing need allocation provides for 31 low-income units and 57 very
low-income units constructed per year. Through June 2005, the County of Fresno

has met 54.8% of its goal in the low-income category, and 10.5% of its goal in the

very low-income category. Overall the County met its affordable housing allocation
goal by 26.1% through June of 2005.

B. The effectiveness of the housing element in attainment of the community’s housing
goals and objectives:

1. Include a program-by-program status report relative to implementation schedule from
each program in the housing element; describe actions taken to implement each
program:

There are 23 total implementation programs outlined in Attachment A.
2. Assess effectiveness of actions and outcomes:

Please See Attachment A.




C. Progress toward mitigating governmental constraints identified in the housing element:

The Housing Element of the General Plan does not identify any governmental constraints in
regards to housing development. Attachment “B” contains an excerpt from the County’s
General Plan regarding governmental constraints.
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ATTACHMENT B

Policy Document Housing Element

Summary of Governmental Constraints

In Fresno County, there is more than an adequate supply of designated developable sites to
accommodate housing needs over the next five years. Local policies and regulations play a
legitimate role in protecting the public’s health, safety, and welfare. However, the County
must monitor these regulations to ensure there are no unnecessary restrictions on the
operation of the housing market. The County must be vigilant in ensuring that no regulation
is excessive and identifying where steps can be taken to remove or minimize obstacles to
residential development.

While the regulations and fees that accompany residential development may serve to increase
the cost of housing, these regulations and fees are needed to protect the existing residents
and land use from the potential negative impacts and costs of new development. In the case
of Fresno County, there is substantial vacant land available and a variety of densities are
accommodated by the existing Zoning Districts. The County’s regulations do not pose any
unnecessary constraints to the production of affordable housing.

Fresno County’s zoning regulatiors, development procedures, standards and fees do not
unduly constrain housing maintenance, improvement or development, nor do they adversely
affect housing affordability. However, at its hearing to update fees for 100 percent cost
recovery in Spring, 2002 the Board of Supervisors delayed adoption of full cost recovery fees
and established a Green Ribbon Best Practices Committee of staff and building industry
representatives to study the proposed fees and assist with a more detailed review of
development processes and the associated cost of the existing or improved process. The
committee will also review best practices of the industry or other jurisdictions and provide
its findings to the Board of Supervisors. This committee work will provide a more detailed
review of governmental constraints related to the planning and permitting processes and
Propose improvemennts.
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